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Yalta International Seafarers' Welfare Center services and activities cover  

the interests of national and International mariners & their families who live in  

the C rimea and Ukraine and who arrive to Yalta  and Sevastopol aboard the foreign  

cruise vessels.  

Our  small staff ( f our  staff members) and the Center's  serve the seafarers from the 

whole World irrespective their nationalities and creed. Below is our brief repor t on 

what have been done and what have been organized for seafarers  

during ten months of 2010. From 1 January to 15 November 451 ships of different  

types called at the port of Yalta, 180 ships flew under foreign flags , about 90 

%flew under flags of conve nience. More than a half of cruise vessels called not 

only to Yalta, but also to Sevastopol. Approximately 40000 seafarers of 43 

nationalities came to Yalta aboard the ships. This year we have noticed that the 

number of crewmembers who originated from  the Philippines, Indonesia and India 

increased considerably, that's why we were able to organize less excursions,  

but much more sports events.   
 

Below  is the list of main activities which have been regularly organized for 

International mariners  

and seafarer sô families :  

  

                                      Crew tours .  
 

Yalta Seafarers' Center organized  67  crew - tours  in accordance  with  the 

seafarerôs choice or with the ship administrations'  

request . The International seafarers t ook  part in the tour s to the world famous 

Crimean palaces, museums, sights, parks, woods ,  

b eaches   in Yalta &  Sevastopol. The tours were  guided  in different languages  by 

Yalta Center's volunteers  ( professional guides  

& teachers) in  different languages . Most active were  t he crewmembers of MV 

Queen Victoria, MV Costa Mediterranea  ,MS Pacific Princes,  

MS Azamara Quest, Ms Seaborne Odyssey, Ms Silver Spirit & Silver Wind,  

Ms Europa, Ms Costa Marina. The crew clubs and the officers in charge of the 

crews  & the ships' chaplain s  were real enthusiasts and great supporters. They 

also assisted us a lot in attracting the seafarers' attention to stop -  piracy 

campaign organized  by the ITF. Here are a pair of pictures :   
                                                                                    

  
   

 

 



    
MS Pacific Princess, crew-tour participants,  group 1 & 2,Yalta 2010   

 
MV Seaborne Odyssey,crew-tour participants in Alupka  

Palace ,Yalta 2010  

 



 
Ms Azamara Quest in the port of Sevastopol, 

The minivan of Yalta Seafarersô center in the port 

 is awaiting for crew-tour participants (Sevastopol, 2010) 

    
                             SEAFARERSô  SPORTS EVENTS in YALTA  

 

As many years before  Yalta International Seafarersô Center organized   lots of 

sports events  for seafarers . Again t he most popular  were  such games as football 

and basketball. This year our  Center also participate d  in Mediterranean & Black 

Sea Football Summer Cup Tournament. Together with the crew of MV DISCOVERY 

we were very glad that the football team of thi s ship won Summer Football Cup -

2009. We have presented the Cup to the shipôs crew welfare chairman Mr. Deni  

and the shipôs football teamôs coach Mr.Nicky Nickolaev , unfortunately we couldnôt  

celebrat e it with the most  of the players (team 2009)  because  they had signed 

off the ship or had been to their vacations. The result of the shipôs football  players 

ï the team lost the games this year. Anyway, we heard from the crew club that 

next year some of good players will be  aboard again. At the same time we  would 

like to thank the shipôs administration, shipôs crew purser Ms.Paz , crew club 

welfare chairm en Mr.Deni & Mr. Dennis ,  tour desk staff member Raoul Polanen  

 for their tremendous assistance in organization of sports events in Yalta. Only 

during one ca ll of Ms Discovery about 100 crewmembers participated in sports in 

Yalta: 60 persons played basketball during the day, 20 ï enjoyed football even 

loosing the game, some of the girls had a chance to run, the rest  had been 

enjoying warm weather, fresh air a nd supported the teams; We have lots of warm 

memories and are very grateful to  our suppoters and friends : Mr.Carsten Breier ï 

Crew officer from Ms Europa, Mr.Kevin Coyone and Linsey Smith (HRM) from    

MS Azamara Quest, to Ms. Aubree Lee , P&T manager fr om MV Queen Victoria,  

to  Mr.Lourens Roux and Mr. Antonio Romano from  Ms Pacific Princess,  

to the Master, Staff Captain and  the shipôs chaplains of MV Costa Mediterranea, to 

the crew officers of MV Opera, MV Oreana , Ms Nautica, to Mv Seabo u rn  Odyssey, to  

our good friends Ms. Rachel Erasmus ( Ms Silver Wind ) & Ms. Claudia Pfister  

( Ms  Silver Spirit ) , to Mr. R.Daumesnil ,the master of  Ms Le Boreal  ,  

to  Mr. Carsten Breier from Ms Europa, , etc.   

 

We  have b een waiting for the game of the strongest Yalta f ootball team against 

the football team of Ms Delphun, which is famous in many International ports. We 

have been corresponding with Captain Igor Gaber and lots of people in Yalta - the 

funs, the players, the journalist had been looking forward to see ing  the matché 

Alas, few hours before the shipôs call we  got the message from the Captain Gaber 

about the shipôs arrest in Venice. The news was horrible.. Captain Igor Gaber was 

always very supportive & was one of the first who supported stop - piracy petition  

( w e shall enclose one of his e -mail messages)é  

 

 



 

 

 Many people in Yalta know the crewmembers and are giving them their moral 

support via our Center é  

 

All in all our Center organized 29 football matches & 38 eight basketball games  

for  International marin ers. That was  really  great !  

 

                                                                              

     

 
 

Basketball  players of  Ms Discovery  in Yalta (2010)    

 



               
Football players, Ms Discover y , Yalta 2010  

 

 
 

    Ms Discovery ïth e winner of Regional  Summer Football Cup - 2009.  

    Picture taken aboard the ship in Yalta, spring 2010.  

    In the picture crew Club Chairman Dino & the coach of the shipôs football  

    team Nickolai  Nikolov with the award and prizes from Yalta Seafar ersô Center   

 



     
     MV Costa Mediterranea, basketball team, Yalta 2010  

 

 

 

 
MV Costa Mediterranea,football team at Yalta  stadium, 2010  

 


